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The City of Seattle has emerged as a world-class city growing at the fastest rate of all major 
cities in the country.  During the next 20 years, t he city projects adding another 100,000 
jobs and 120,000 people. Quality of life i s often measured by three major components:  
jobs, housing, and transportation. Without a solid transportation network, links between 
housing and jobs break down. Commerce cannot reach markets in a timely fashion. 
Residents cannot easily travel between neighborhoods.  

The City of Seattle has recognized that a transportation network serving current and 
future residents and visitors must rely upon transit, walking, bicycling, bike sharing, car 
sharing, and other means of access aside from the personal vehicle, which takes up the 
most space per person and requires using valuable land for parking. In addition, a world -
class city transportation network also provides beauty, recreation, and a sense of place, 
all of which can be integrated into the right -of-way through plazas, streetscaping, and 
public events. With increasing prosperity comes an even greater obligation to ensure that 
opportunity reaches all Seattlites.  Transportation investments within both the downtown 
core as well as neighborhoods must be spread equitably. 

Given the challenges and opportunit ies of growth and the need to rethink  transportation 
decisions, the City of Seattle undertook a multimodal corridor program aimed 
transforming key corridors into places where biking, walking, and transit use become 
attractive modes of travel. Delridge Way SW emerged as a vital north-south corridor 
connecting the Burien Transit Center to the West Seattle Bridge and became one of the 
selected multimodal corridors. Through extensive public outreach, alternatives analysis, 
and coordination with other planni ng efforts, the program purpose was to create concepts 
for multimodal design. Now, these concepts can become reality with the passage of Move 
Seattle (described below), which provides construction funding for Delridge Way SW 
among many other projects that will keep Seattle growing, prosperous, and healthy.   

 



 

Delridge Way SW connects all 
modes between White Center and 
points north to West Seattle, SODO, 
the working waterfront via the West 
Seattle Bridge, as well as downtown 
Seattle. The 3.8-mile corridor 
houses some of Seattleôs most 
diverse neighborhoods, including 
North  Delridge, South Delridge, 
Pigeon Point, Puget Ridge, High 
Point, Sunrise Heights, Westwood, 
and Highland Park. Residents 
living along the Delrid ge Way SW 
corridor are more diverse, earn less 
income, and are less healthy than 
the City as a whole. The corridor is 
also considered a food desert, 
meaning people living in the area 
lack convenient access to 
affordable, healthy food. Limited 
access to frequent transit service 
compounds this problem. For these 
reasons, the Delridge Way SW 
Multimodal Corridor project serves 
a critical need to ensure people have 
a variety of well-connected and 
affordable transportation choicesð
options that have the potential to 
reduce health and wealth 
disparities.   

SDOT has undertaken several efforts to provide vision and goals to achieve in all 
transportation projects. In addition, Seattleôs modal plans have laid out clear direction 
for specific modal improvements along the corridor based on extensive public input.  
Inputs from these guiding documents dovetail with the Delridge Way SW Multimodal 
Corridor Study  by providing a policy framework and design parameters that govern the 
design and operation of the corridor.  



Figure 1 summarizes the policy and planning framework for Delridge Way SW. 
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SDOT and King County are funding many of the critical transportation investment 
necessary to implement the Cityôs modal plans and accommodate growth. Figure 2 
summarizes the funded projects along the Delridge Way SW corridor , many of which 
will be influenced by the concept designs that result from this study . 

  

                                                   
1 http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/docs/DelridgeFactSheet.pdf  














































































































































































